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Maury Klein was a professor of history at the University of Rhode Island until his 

retirement in June 2008, teaching a wide variety of courses and writing on a diverse 

number of subjects. He is author of eighteen books along with many articles in 

publications ranging from scholarly journals to Sports Illustrated, essays, book reviews, 

and, more recently, blogs. Railroad history emerged early as one of his specialties. 

Klein's has also authored books on urban history, the coming of the Civil War, the stock 

market crash of 1929, the steam and electric revolutions, and has a forthcoming work on 

how America mobilized for World War II. In 2001, he received an honorary degree from 

Knox College, his alma mater. In 2011, he was inducted into the Rhode Island Heritage 

Hall of Fame. In 2014 he won an Emmy for best writing on a documentary entitled “Jay 

Gould: Railroad Man” shown on PBS 
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